[image: image2.png]East Sussex
County Counci



To:
Head of Planning 

FAO:        David Vickers


	APPLICATION NUMBER
	RR/803/CM


Applicant:
British Gypsum

Location:
British Gypsum Ltd, Robertsbridge Works, Mountfield, Robertsbridge, TN32 5LA
Development: Realignment of the site entrance at Eatenden Lane, Robertsbridge and associated works. 

	Road Name or Number
	
	Consultation Date
	
	Use Class
	

	National Grid Reference
	574139

119707
	Contact            Officer
	Ben Lenton

01273 336114


Recommendation: 

	No objection
	
	Objection
	

	No objection subject to the imposition of conditions
	X
	Objection due to insufficient information
	


Response

This application proposes a realignment of the site entrance at Eatenden Lane to provide a straighter alignment for HGV vehicles (Drawing No. 14219/03). Visibility will be improved as vehicles will be able to stop squarer to the junction. Skid resistance will also be improved. A new retaining wall up to 1.6m high will be provided along the northern edge of the access road and just west of the new junction, with an Armco barrier to provide edge protection.
Large vehicles travel to and from the site via the access road on the opposite side of Eatenden Lane. Tracking drawings have been provided (Drawing No. 14219/05) to demonstrate that the proposed access arrangement is able to accommodate these turning manoeuvres.
The retaining wall proposed is on British Gypsum land; however, as it indirectly supports highway land the proposals for the design of the wall require submitting and agreeing prior to commencement of works. Additionally a design certificate should be submitted when the wall has been designed.
It is noted that the line of the public footpath (Mountifeld No.9) runs alongside the Gypsum Plant access road. The proposed alterations will bring the access closer to the end of the footway; however, the footway as existing does not link or connect to any other pedestrian facilities in the immediate vicinity of the access and therefore pedestrians using the footway are forced to walk within the road. This existing situation will not be affected by the proposed alterations to the access. Also the majority of the traffic and all the HGV’s using the access travel straight across Eatenden Road to the private road rather than turning left so the risk of conflict with pedestrians is lower than at a normal access. With this in mind I have no major concerns regarding the impact on the public footpath; however, adequate visibility between the footway and the access should be maintained by cutting or removing any vegetation between the two.

It is acknowledged that the access road to British Gypsum beyond the junction with Eatenden Lane is privately owned; however, it is advised that the road markings should be clear in order to avoid confusion in regards to the priorities here.
Additionally while we would not object to the speed limit repeater sign on Eatenden Lane being relocated if this is necessary; however, the signs for the level crossing should not be altered or obstructed.
The submitted plan indicates that the mirror close to the site access will be located on the public highway. This is not permitted and would require relocating to privately owned land. 
The proposed works have not been subject to a Road Safety Audit; however, as the proposal is an alteration to an existing access rather than the provision of a new one I am satisfied that this is not required.

To conclude, I have no major concerns regarding the proposed alterations to the site access; however, this is subject to the above comments and requirements being taken into consideration and satisfied. It should also be noted that the new access will need to be constructed in accordance with ESCC specifications by an approved contractor and under the appropriate license. I would also recommend that any consent shall include the following attached condition:
Condition
1. Access – The access serving the site shall be re-constructed in accordance with the approved drawing (Ref: 14219/03).
Reason:  In the interests of road safety.
Signed: Ben Lenton 




Date: 08/03/18 

For Director of Communities, Economy and Transport

On behalf of the Highway Authority
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Access layout as indicated on the submitted plan (Drawing No. 14219/03).
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THE AREA HIGHWAY MANAGER WILL REQUIRE NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF WORKS ON OR ADJACENT TO THE HIGHWAY. SEE NOTE m) OVERLEAF. 
Notes to be read in conjunction with attached highway comments and conditions

(a) In urban areas the treatment of the radii shall be accordance with the requirements of the Highway Construction Engineer.

(b) Any existing ditch shall be cleaned out to even fall and piped to a size to accept the maximum flow of water likely to arise (internal diameter 300mm or as agreed with the Highway Construction Engineer).

(c) Where an existing access is to be stopped up the applicant is required to raise the existing dropped kerb and make good the footway/verge and kerb.

(d) Any existing footway shall be made good with similar construction and surfacing.

(e) Where the edge of the carriageway is already defined by Continental Channel, dropped Continental Channel sections (if available) or concrete channel blocks shall be used instead of dropped kerbs and if necessary the transition between the constructions made in in-situ concrete to the satisfaction of the Highway Construction Engineer.

(f) Any gates are to be set back a minimum distance of 5 metres (11 metres for farm or industrial accesses) from the edge of the carriageway and are to open away from the highway.

(g) The applicant’s attention is drawn to the necessity to ensure that no surface water is allowed to flow from the development onto the highway and similarly no surface water from the highway should be allowed to flow into the site. The provision (by the applicant) of positive drainage measures may be required to collect any flow of surface water.

(h) Any necessary alterations to the property or services of, any statutory authority or undertaker shall be carried out at the expense of the applicant and under the supervision of such authority or undertaker to their satisfaction.

(i) If the requirements outlined in these details and/or notes conflict with the requirements of the Fire Officer then the Fire Officer’s requirements shall prevail.

j) Reference to Sub-Base (Type 1) in the access section diagram refers to graded granular sub base complying with Clause 803 Specification for highway works (SHW). (March 1998 updated with amendments including November 2005, May and November 2006 and May 2007) and subsequent amendments.

(k) You must ensure that the contractor has ten million pounds public liability insurance and one of their employees holds a current Supervisors New Roads and Street Works Act Certificate and at least one operative on site should hold an Operators Certificate. A list of contractors with the required certificates is available from the Transport Development Control team Please email us at development.control.transport@eastsussex.gov.uk or call us 01273 335443. (If you decide to use one that is not on the list, you must ensure that copies of the certificates are supplied by the contractor to the Transport Development Control team).

(I) Your attention is drawn to the fact that your contractor will have to book road space under the Traffic Management Act 2004. Please ask them to contact the Network Co-ordination Team on 0845 60 80 193 who will need at least 21 days notice of the commencement of works.

(m) The County Council charges a fee for works on or adjacent to the highway. Please email us at development.control.transport@eastsussex.gov.uk or call us 01273 335443. The Highway Inspectors require at least 15 days notice of your intention to commence works under a PWA in order that the necessary utility service checks may be completed before works commence. Three months notice is required for major schemes.
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